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ñThe mission of Gender Road Christian Church is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and to further the kingdom of God. 
Our Task is to witness in all situations to the grace of God.  
We seek in all people a response in faith and commitment.  

In the spirit of Christ we agree to differ, resolve to love, and unite to serve.ò 

Staff  
Kerry Reed          Senior Pastor  

kreed@genderroadcc.com  

Kay McGlinchey          Minister of Nurture  
kmcglinchey@genderroadcc.com  

Bill Covert           Pastoral Counselor  

bcovert@genderroadcc.com  
 

Charlotte Bougher          Music Director  

Carol Camm           Organist  
Patricia Reed      Handbell Director  
 

Gene Aldenderfer           Custodian  

Ayme Brooks           Nursery Director  

Kathy Holloway / Becky Kitchen       Secretaries  

secretary@genderroadcc.com  

Sunday Schedule 

Z 8:30 am     Contemplative Service  
in Library  

 

Z 9:30 am    Contemporary Worship  

in Sanctuary  

& Bridge Builders  
(Childrenôs Christian Ed.)  

 

Z 10:30 am          Construction Zone  
(Children & Youthôs Christian Ed.) 

 

Z 10:45 am     Conventional Worship  
in Sanctuary  

Who knows whether you have not come to the 

kingdom for such a time as this? Esther 4:14b  

Everyone jokes about African time, but I think the 
North American concept of time is a big joke. Have you 
ever noticed how often you hear the word óbusyô in a 
day? Being busy in North American culture is highly 
valued. By contrast, African culture does not value be-
ing busy. If you ask someone if they are busy, they look 
at you strangely. Donôt even try to ask someone what 
time it is. They donôt have watches. This culture values 
spending time with friends and family, and helping each 
other. 

In North American culture, I may have had six or 
seven meetings a day. A typical day in Africa consists 
of ófootingô to my office and waiting until someone walks 
in and wants to talk to me. Sometimes there is a meet-
ing scheduled although itôs rare to have an appoint-
ment. No one has a watch, let alone a phone to call 
ahead. A meeting scheduled for nine, generally starts 
at 9:30 but sometimes it gets underway at ten or even 
eleven. This culture values discussion and consensus 
building. Decision making by consensus takes time, so 
there is no predicting when a meeting will end. The 

more people that attend, the 
longer the meeting. 

Waiting, such as waiting in 
line or a ñqueueò is something 
we in North America abhor. But 
it is expected in Africa. Why 
hurry? We in North America 
never loiter, dawdle or linger around. We are 
busy. In my former life I was so busy I had to schedule 
a phone call with my friends. There were never enough 
hours in a day. When my children were young I often 
missed their sporting events or dance recitals because I 
was busy. But here, loitering is a way to chat and con-
nect with friends and family. (And everyone is family.) 
In Africa, I loiter. I meet a lot of people that way. I learn 
about their life, their families, and their values. Maybe 
we in North America have it all wrong. Maybe the joke 
is on us. Maybe we should loiter more often. 

Donald and Maryjane Westra are missionaries with the 
United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe. Donald serves as 
staff to the Micro-Enterprise and Strategic Planning/
Management Program at Mt. Selinda. Maryjane serves 
as a health and child care consultant at Mt. Selinda 

March 2011: Does Anybody Really Know What Time It Is?  
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I  
 have heard the question several times in recent weeks: ñWhen is Easter 
this year?ò At the most recent CWL Ministerial Association meeting, the 
related comment was phrased this way: ñDoesnôt Epiphany seem endless 

this year?ò The two questions both reflect the fact that the Christian year is based 
on the lunar calendar. The earliest date of Christôs birth was observed on January 

6th .For centuries now, Christians in the western hemisphere have celebrated Jesusô birth on the 
25th of December. That particular date was an attempt to connect the observance of the arrival of the 

One known as the ñlight of the worldò with a pagan celebration of light in the darkest time of the year in 
the northern hemisphere. 
Since Jesusô birth date was a fixed date, the four Sundays of preparation for Godôs incarnation vary  in 

their exact dates on the calendar. It means the season of Epiphany beginning on January 6 and ending at 
the beginning of Lent varies in length. The 40 days of the Lenten season excluding Sundays, then, de-
pend on the date of Easter.  The lunar calendar places Easter on the first Sunday after the first full moon 
following the vernal equinox (March 20 or 21.) Such flexibility leaves the length of Epiphany to vary con-
siderably. In 2011, Easter is April 24, just one day shy of the latest it can be. Consequently, the ñseason 
of lightò is only one day short of the record, too. 

While never having considered all of this when I discerned this was the year and the time of year to 
announce my retirement, I choose to interpret the timing as gift. In other words, Epiphany, 2011, offers us 
almost the maximum length of time for utilizing the season of light to seek Godôs guidance in this time of 
transition. I have pointed out how the lectionary readings seem to speak so clearly for us in worship. 

Then, I question if you and I are making the most of this period of enlightenment?  Are we making use 
of the scriptures to discern Godôs leading? Our prayers of petition for guidance rather than telling God 
how we want it to be are excellent ways to place our present and future in the hands of God. Are we giv-
ing our fellowship groups our best attendance and interest to maintain strength in the midst of the 
changes that are going on? This is an important time to assure that our service and outreach be as strong 
as possible in these welcoming new pastoral leadership. As people in a time of transition, itôs important 
that we maintain a perspective of Godôs big picture for us and for our congregation. 

Yes, it is true that this year, the season of Epiphany is unusually long. Let us take it for the gift it is and 
make it the blessing it can be. 

On a personal health note: My five cyberknife treatments ended Jan. 31. Each week since, I feel  bet-

ter and not as much affected by the high does of radiation. I visit the oncologist on March 1. Both he and I 

are feeling very encouraged by the records showing a 93% cure rate for patients who have undergone 

cyberknife treatments for prostate cancer. Thank you for your prayers and support. 

Yours in Christ, 

Kerry  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ GRCC News ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A TIME OF TRANSITION 
TRANSITION TEAM READY FOR ACTION! 

The Transition Team members were announced Feb. 20. Selections 
were based on getting the best cross section of the congregation. Some of 
these factors included leadership style such as Dreamer, Realist, and Critic. 
Other factors were gender, age, and number of years as a member of GRCC. 

Tonja Vedrinski has agreed to chair this committee and Bill Sykes, Board President, will 
participate as an ex- officio member. 

Tonja will be in contact with team members within the next two weeks to schedule the first meeting. 
If you have any questions or comments please contact Bill Sykes. 
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Transition Team Members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT GENERAL  BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 7:30PM 

Issues to be voted on during the upcoming Board meeting will have signifi-
cant impact on the life of the church as we move toward the transition or 
Kerryôs retirement. It is imperative that enough members attend to consti-
tute a voting quorum so that we may continue to forge ahead. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE TEAM  

Booklets entitled "Lenten Devotionals for God's Stewards" will be available free of 
charge for members and friends. The booklet contains a devotion for each day of 
Lent, which begins March 9. Each devotion includes scripture references and a 
prayer. Please pick up the copy with your name on it in the narthex beginning 
Sunday, February 27. Those that are not picked up will be mailed after March 6. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CHRISTIAN WOMENôS MINISTRIES 

CWM SERVICE PROJECTS 
The service project for March is to collect Easter baskets, filled with 
goodies, for the Canal Winchester Food Pantry. Candies, small toys, 
even school supplies are great ideas for basket stuffers. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SENIORS ON THE GO 
2011 OUTINGS PLANNED  

*Cost is $38 per person to see ñSeven Brides for Seven Brothersò and is due in cash or a check pay-
able to Audrey Hobbs NO LATER than MARCH 13. We have a limit of 30 seats reserved so please sign 
up on the bulletin board as soon as possible. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Betty Bailey Marian Bell Julie Bentley 

Sharon Clary Mary Daniels James Johnson 

Katrina Mossman Craig Nelson Bonnie Nicklaus 

Brenda Osuga Jane Osuga Ray Ramsey 

Karen Richards Nancy Rogers Phil Rudell 

Diana Severs Tonja Vedrinski Amy Weinrich 

Thu 3/30 Audubon Center/ Schmidt Restaurant Jeanne Johnston/Margaret Shirk 

Thu 04/14 LaComedia Dinner Theater (*see below)  Audrey Hobbs 

Wed 05/18 Alpaca Farm/Tumbleweed Restaurant Audrey Hobbs/Diana Morris 

June Date TBA Clippers Baseball Game Roy Meiss 

Thu 07/14/ Taftôs Home (Cincinnati)/Local Restaurant Ray Crane 

Wed 08/17 Downtown Westerville and Italian Restaurant Shirley McKitrick 

Wed 09/14 Knox Lake/Amish Market (fishing, boating) Jane Osuga 

Thu 10/13 
(subject to change) 

Columbus Neighborhoods or Landmarks Tour Lolita Denton/Myra Hayduk 

Thu 11/17 Air Force Museum (Dayton)/Local Restaurant Amy Weinrich/Myra Hayduk 

Thu 12/8 Der Dutchman  Tom Sullivan/Roy Meiss 

Thu 1/19/2012 Planning Potluck @ GRCC  
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SPAGHETTI DINNER & SILENT AUCTION 
MARCH 26, 4:30 - 7PM 

The Outreach Team is raffling a wooden Noahôs Ark set to raise money for 
Mission Trips. Hand-crafted by Ron & Marian Bell and Tim & Sharon 
Mitchell, the set is on display in the narthex. Raffle tickets are $2 or 3/$5 and 
the drawing will take place at the Silent Auction. 

Tickets for the Spaghetti Dinner are currently on sale for $6 (ages 12 and 
up) and $3 (ages 11 and under). Advance tickets must be purchased by 
March 21 and tickets will not be sold at the door. Carryout will be available. 

For questions or to help with this event, please contact Marcella Rupp. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WEEK OF COMPASSION 
FEB. 27-MARCH 6 

Please use the following as an outline for giving to response to emergency needs  
Sunday - The 2010 earthquake that rocked Haiti left 1 million+ people in need of shelter. Give one unit for 
each youôve lived in throughout your life. 
Monday - The Haitian earthquake killed at least 230,000 people. Give one unit for each blessing that pro-
vides you a strong foundation in times of trouble. 

Tuesday - For the cost of a 55ò HDTV, Church World Service can 
train a disaster survivor in a construction trade, helping rebuild their 
community while earning a livelihood. Give one unit for each TV in 
your home. 
Wednesday - God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:7b) Give one unit 
for each three times you smiled today. 

Thursday - Communities are less prone to typhoon and flooding disasters through emergency prepared-
ness training and shelter upgrades. Give one unit for each time you have been awed by creation this 
week. 
Friday - Damage to infrastructure and local food stocks meant Chilean families affected by the 2010 
earthquake lost access to adequate food for ~ 3 months. Give one unit for each snack you ate today. 
Saturday - For the cost of a CD, three disaster survivors can each receive a blanket providing shelter, pri-
vacy, and a way to carry belongings. Give one unit for each 10 CDs you own. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
GRCCôS FAMILY  

Thank Yous:  

Thank you to the anonymous giver who donated $50 for postage to send packages to the troops. 

Bless you, 

Jean Stringer 

Dear Gender Road Christian Church, 
Thank you so much for your gift in January. We appreciate your support now and all you have given us in the 
past years. 

Blessings, 
Janet Richardson, Food Pantry Director 

 

Our Sympathy To : 
Z Monna Eakins and Kelly Clark as they grieve the passing of their aunt and 
GRCC member, Rhea Gotschall 
Z Chris and Jennifer Lotspaih upon the death of Chrisôs father, George Emmitt 
 

 
 
 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/special-offering-2011/
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Please Pray For:  

  General Concerns           Employment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Military    
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 10:45 WORSHIP - ELDERS SCHEDULE 

         March 6  Don Eskew   Donna Eskew  
March 13  Nancy Blakeslee  Nancy Rogers  

            March 20        Bill Sells         Edward Davitian  
            March 27        David Tucker        Karole Tucker  

     Next Elders Meeting: March 1, 6:30pm  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE FAMILY AT WORSHIP  
REMINDER: Lent, 2011 begins with Ash Wednesday, March 9. An ecumenical service of worship will be 

held here at 7:30PM. The service brings together some of the other CW congregations and some of the con-
gregations of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Columbus area. A choir made up of musicians 
from several churches will provide special music.  Scripture will be delivered in a verse choir, in music and in 
graphic art.  Deacon Roger Pry of Pope John XXIII will bring the message. Pastors of the participating con-
gregations will impose the ashes on the foreheads of worshipers who desire them. 
The theme for this yearôs observance of Lent at Gender Road Christian is ñThe Lordôs Prayer.ò The differ-

ent phrases of the prayer will be highlighted each of the weeks of Lent. On March 13, ñOur Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy nameò will be the focus of the services, 9:30 and 10:45. Thereafter, the theme will 
be introduced at the Midweek Lenten services, Wednesdays, 6:45-7:30, by ordained members of the congre-
gation. On the following Sundays, Kerry Reed will use the same phrase for focus of the morning message. 
The hymns and the special music throughout Lent will pay attention to the prayer Jesus taught his followers. 

The Midweek Service themes follow: 
Mar. 16th ñThy kingdom comeò - TBA 
Mar. 23 ñThy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.ò ï Nancy 
Blakeslee 
Mar. 30 ñGive us this day our daily breadò ï Don Eskew 
Apr. 6  ñForgive us our sins as we forgive those who have 
sinned against usò ï Betty Grimes 
Apr. 13  ñLead us not into temptationò ï TBA 

Holy Week events will include Palm Sunday services, 7:30pm Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services,  
Prayer Vigil, all culminating with our Easter Sunday celebration and Egg Hunt for the youngsters. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Disciples News ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

2011 STATE YOUTH CONVENTION 
MARCH 18-20 - BETHANY COLLEGE  

Registrations forms available in the lobby/narthex or at www.ccinoh.org 
 
 

Corey Brooks Butch OôBrien 

Andrew Browell Robbie Penn 

Gary Hogman Mark Poole 

Jason Jordan Josh Rosenbaum 

 Greg Traylor 

Luke Allberry Dallas Hughes 

Deb Bragg Jackson Hurt 

Rod Brobeck Pat Krumm 

Lanie Davis Ryder McCort 

Stacey Donalson Ron Six 

Jewell Edwards Anna Lee Yurko 

Jennifer Hascott Gene Yurko 

Myra Hayduk  

Shirley Bolander Candice Raines 

John Camm Ben Rose 

Mike Crago Dottie Rose 

Priscilla Desmarais Rob Schmitt 

Bruce Dollings Beth Sell 

Roy Enyart, Jr. Liza Sheikh 

Mike Fuller Pat Shuster 

Paul Hobbs Traci Vandegriff 

Brian Holbrook Tonja Vedrinski 

Dan Krumm Jennifer Warnick 

Chris Lotspaih  
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Junior Camp (Otter) 
Gr. 3-5 

June 14-25 Camp Christian $300 

Chi Rho (Miami) 
Gr. 6-8 

Aug. 7-13 Camp Christian $300 

CYF (Wilmington) 
Gr. 9-12 

July 31-Aug. 6 Camp Christian $300 

Advance 
Ages 19-29 

Aug. 14-21 Camp Christian $300 

Grandparents 
For Children in Gr. 1-2 

June 3-4 Camp Christian $90 + $50 each addôl per-
son 

Adventure 
All ages 

June 5-11 Great Smokey Mountains $250 if camp 
$100 if hotel stay 

Adult Conference June 27-July1 Northwest Christian 
Church 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CHILDREN WORSHIP & WONDER STORY TELLER TRAINING EVENT  

APRIL 8-10 - WASHINGTON AVE. CHURCH IN ELYRIA  
Registration forms available in the lobby/narthex 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

The 2011 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is taking place in Nashville, Ten-
nessee from July 9 to July 13. The early registration fee is $150.00. On April 1 st this fee will increase to 
$200.00. If you have an interest in attending the 
General Assembly as an official voting representa-
tive from Gender Road Christian Church, please 
express your interest to Bill Sykes, the president of 
the congregation, as soon as possible. Official rep-
resentatives at large require board approval. 
Please note that anyone is allowed to participate 
in the General Assembly in a non-voting capacity by simply registering for the event and paying the registra-
tion fee. If you would like additional information about the General Assembly or would like to register online, 
please go to the following link: http://www.disciples.org/GeneralAssembly/tabid/59/Default.aspx or contact the 
church office at 834-5973. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SUMMER CAMPS & CONFERENCES 

DEADLINE  FOR EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION IS MAY 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ The Wider Community ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

CLEANING FOR A REASON  
If you know any woman currently undergoing chemotherapy,  please pass 
the word to her that there is a cleaning service that provides FREE houseclean-
ing - once per month for 4 months while she is in treatment. All she has to do is 
sign up and have her doctor fax a note confirming the treatment. Cleaning for a 
Reason will have a participating maid service in her zip code area arrange for 
the service. This organization serves the entire USA and currently has 547 part-
ners to help these women. It's our job to pass the word and let them know that 
there are people out there that care. Be a blessing to someone and pass this 
information along.    http://www.cleaningforareason.org/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

http://www.disciples.org/GeneralAssembly/tabid/59/Default.aspx
http://www.cleaningforareason.org/
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=134044020777
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Cost is $8 each 
Orders due April 1, 2011  
 
Cash or check made payable to GRCC  
Mail or submit order form to church office or submit to Joan 
Short or Kelly Clark. Thank you. 
 
Total qty __________ 
 
@ $8 ea. =     $ __________ 
 

 
Your Name: 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
Daytime phone # in case we have a question regarding 
your tribute: 
 
____________________________________________ 

2011 Easter Lily Order  

In Honor  of: 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 

In Appreciation  of: 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 

In Memory  of: 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 

Daylight Saving Time Begins  
 

Sunday, March 13!!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
43RD ANNUAL SHROVE TUESD AY PORK AND SAUERKRAUT DINNER  

MARCH 8, 4:30-7:30PM @ DAVID LUTHERAN CHURCH (300 GROVEPORT RD) 
Tickets Available in Advance or at the Door  

$8 - Adults, $4 - Children under 10  
Carryout Available  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SCOUTING FOR FOOD 

SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 10A-1PM 
We ask that you set out non-perishable food items near your front door in plain 

sight and clearly marked. Local Girl and Boy Scouts will collect and can-
vass village neighborhoods for donations to the Canal Winchester Food 
Pantry. If you prefer, you may drop your donations at Davidôs United 
Church of Christ (corner of Washington and Columbus Streets.) If you 
have any questions, please contact Susan Tomlinson 

(jet_mail@sbcglobal.net) or Liana Obert (obertfamily@sbcglobal.net). 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 


