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May 2011: A New Way is Possible

Written by Tim Rose

Go, stand in the temple court and tell the
people the full message of this new life.
Acts 5:20

The prison of Basse-Terre has been making the
French news lately, unfortunately, for the wrong rea-
sons. It was ranked the worst prison of France. Tim
Rose, Global Ministries missionary in Guadeloupe
says, il am assigned as

"reinsertion" counselor at the prison of Basse-T e r r [e

Originally built in 1660, as a catholic convent, it
was converted into a prison in 1772. Not only is the
prison old and rundown, the prison is extremely over-
crowded. Set up to hold 130 prisoners its current
population is approximately 200 and there are only
two social workers assigned to work with the prison-
ers.

The Protestant Reformed Church of Guadeloupe
(PRCG) has a prison chaplaincy program and a part-
nership with a local non-profit organization,
"Accolade Caraibes", to maintain a presence in the

ﬂh

prison. | accompany the pris-

oners spiritually, and | help ¥ %
them make plans to re-enter % g g
society after their release. ‘% g
Through job training, spiritual % ﬂ ef-’
support, family counseling, i

I';I=| Al |_l'.'ﬁ

transitional housing opportuni-

ties and acting as a link between the prisoners

and the parole board, | try to help prisoners create a
D e life fgr themsetves. c hapl ain and

' Bbviously the challenges are immense. Through
listening, prayer and helping prisoners find real solu-
tions to their problems, many have come to realize
that God's promise of new life is possible.

Please pray for the prison population of Guade-
loupe and the work of the Prison Chaplains and the
social workers of Accolade Caraibes.

Tim Rose serves with the Reformed Church of
France as the Pastoral Assistant for Diaconal Minis-
tries in Guadeloupe and Martinique
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hile listening to PBS radio last week, | heard the story of Wesley
Autry. (It was during a segmen on
and his two daughters, ages 4 and 6, were waiting for a train in a
: subway station in NYC. A man near them started to jerk violently from an apparent
: COI’II.eI’ seizure. His spastic movements caused him to fall into the pit of train tracks. The
: rumble of an approaching train could be heard. Without verbal expla-

nation, Wesley jumped onto the tracks.

The rescuer first attempted to grab the hands of the victim, but they kept falling away.
The two young girls were screaming for their father; he could see two unknown women
attempting to comfort them. The train grew closer and closer but there seemed to be no

way for the one to pull the other to safety. In a last moment, Wesley threw his body on the GOD’S

seizing man, pulling his hands and arms into his body. The two remained in that position PURPOSE
while 43 train cars rolled over top of them. lVll}gISH\I

Later, Wesley Autry described a voice he heard when he realized the man had fallen

i nto such a dangerous predicament. The voice [ ,
girls.o Trusting the voice, Wesley jumped to re
had occurred several years before. On that occasion, a gun was put to his head. He heard the click of the

trigger but the gun did not fire. Then, he sensed God had saved him for a reason. There in the subway
pit, Wesley sensed he had learned the reason.

Some people will find the explanation too simplistic. Regardless, | know that every person created by
God has a purpose. | am not suggesting that once such a monumental purpose has been fulfilled that
there is no reason for 1living. I am convinced thjat
day?o0

In these final days of my ministry at Gender Road Christian Church, | know there was purpose in my
answering the call to pastor with the initial congregation in 1989. Even as the two congregations came
together in 1997, | sensed | had come for that purpose. The relocation to Canal Winchester in 1999
seemed to be the fulfillment of another purpose beyond my complete understanding. Now in the timing of
my retirement | believe there is a purpose both for the congregation and for me that is not yet clear.

Experience has taught me that | do not have to nde
ful to it. May you, my sisters and brothers in Christ, desire most to fulfill the purpose for which God cre-
ated you. May we continue to ask daily, AWhat i sl my

Yours in Christ,

Kerry
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' Good Friday .
@'ﬂ HoLy WEEK - AllF
— W 24-Hour Prayer Vigil ] I
— ORSHIP , : ’
[® S . 12:00 noor6pm in GRCC Sanctuary
CHEDULE 6pm Fri.-6am Sat. in Homes Easter Sunday
Palm Sunday 6am12 noon Sat: GRCC Sanctuary @ GRCC
@ GRCC Community Cross Processional 8:30 amContemplative Service
8:30 am Contemplative Service 12:00 noori Cross Processional 9:30 ami Contemporary Worship

10:45 ann Traditional Worship
12:00 pni Easter Egg Hunt/
Fellowship Hour

9:30am-Contemporary Worship leaves from Prentiss School
10:45amChi | dr ends| Mus i cFollowed by
12:30pm Community Service

Maundy Thursday Service at Hope United Methodist
@ GRCC Community Evening Worship _ 0o
7:30pm @ GRCC / \
Communion & Footwashing 7:30 pm -
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KERRY®S RETI REMENT
SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Search Committee is already hard at work and we each feel that it is an honor to have been en-
trusted with the responsibility of searching for a new Sr. Pastor.
The members of the Search Committee are Bill Bates, Nancy Blakeslee (chair), Edward Davitian, Lori
Green, Kiara Myers Candice Raines, and Joyce Savage. Denny Ellerbeck and Bill
» Sykes are on the committee as ex-officio members.

2 0 . Our first major task is to call an intentional interim pastor. An interim pastor has
been trained to serve a congregation when the pastor of a church leaves and before
a new pastor is called. In our case, Kerry is retiring. We hope to have an interim
. pastor here at Gender Road Christian Church as soon as possible after May 15"

PASTORAL  Rest assured, that Kay McGlinchey will still be here as our Minister of Nurture.

SEARCH The next major task for the Search Committee will be working with Dr. Bynum from
COMMITTEE the Regional Office to help us search for a Senior Pastor. Dr. Bynum said to our
committee, fiKnow that God is already p

We welcome your questions and comments. You may give them to anyone on the
committee or place them in the Wishing Well that is located in the narthex.
We do have one request. Please pray every day for the Search Committee and all those working so
hard to help during this transition time.

As Lori Green said in an emai l to me, ifwWhen we

Search Committee is praying, working hard and trusting God.
A GIFT FOR KERRY & PAT
Each family unit is invited to write a note to Kerry and Pat in a journal purchased for this purpose. The
book will be available at the church starting April 17. Please feel free to make your entry in the journal any
time you are at the church. We ask that you NOT take the journal from the church, so that it is available to
all. During the week, the journal will be kept in the church office. See Marcella Rupp if you have any ques-
tions.

OUTREACH & MISSIONS
SPAGHETTI DINNER & SILENT AUCTION

The Third Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction was a success, raising $2200 for GRCC Mission
Trips. There were over 70 items donated, and almost all of them were purchased. The Outreach Team
thanks everyone who donated auction items, as well as the wonderful des-
serts enjoyed with the dinner. We also thank those people who attended P\UCT/
and bid on items. We would also like to thank and recognize all those in-
volved in all phases of this event. Your ideas, input, hard work, and dedica-
tion made this event a success. Our deepest appreciation goes to: Marian
Bell, Edward Davitian, Gloria Edgerton, Jeff Edgerton, Jewell Edwards,
Lloyd & Sue Holbrook, Jeanne Johnson, Jodi Johnston, Traci, Chris, and
Sydney McGlinchey, Lena Ott, Barb Partlow, Heather Perrow, Candice
Raines, Travis and Spencer Rupp, Margaret Shirk, and Joan Short. My apologies to anyone | missed.

RECYCLING

You can help take care of the planet and help GRCC earn some money at the same
time. We are collecting used inkjet cartridges and sending them to the Funding Factory
for recycling. We get paid for each cartridge sent in. There is a current list of accepted
cartridges on the cabinet across from the church office. Bring in your used cartridges
(not Toner cartridges) and place them in the middle cupboard of the cabinet. The money
earned goes toward the GRCC Mission Trip fund. See Marcella Rupp for additional in-
formation.

mmmmmmmmm

I e p e
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ENVISIONING AND RENEWAL WORKSHOP \\\ | /'(4 /g
A DAY OF REFLECTION, DREAMING AND DISCERNING GOD& CALL FOR Us -1 V//;/
Saturday April 30, 2011  9am -3:30pm 2 \:i

Open to all members and those who call GRCC their spiritual home. As a congregation
we will have a day of sharing stories of fellowship, learning about our strengths as discov- ———————"
ered through our recent survey, and dreaming the possibilities of our future ministry. All are  RENEWING
encouraged to attend and the event is free. We are asking for those who participate to OUR
bring a dish to share for lunch. This is an important event for the future of our church. FAITH
Please plan to attend. Sign up in Lobby or email us at transitionteam@genderroadcc.com.

SENIORS ON THE GO
On March 30, sixteen brave seniors set out on a cold day to eat nice hot lunches at Schmidts in German

Vill age. Then we drove on to the Scioto Audubon
birds, in the area which is famous for bird watchers of the world.

Apri | 6s o u Sevend@ridesfor $even Brethers at LaComedia and in May, we visit an alpaca
farm.

June brings us to our annual Columbus Clippers baseball game. TWO Clippers games are being of-
fered this yearl!!
1. The Franklin County Dept. on Aging will sponsor Senior Day with the Clippers
on June 9. $5 buys senior citizens bus transportation from GRCC to the ballpark and
back, a box lunch and admission to the 12:05 game. Please be sure to sign up on the
correct sheet on the bulletin board in the hall next to the office. Contact Shirley
McKitrick for details.
2. In addition, another Clippers outing is being opened up to all members of GRCC!
On June 20, w e 6d-Dog Nightt €he gameddegime at 7:05pm and tick-
ets are $7 for Seniors (60+) and Youth (12 and under) and $10 for Adults. Please sign up on the cor-
rect sheet on bulletin board in the hallway next to the office and submit your ticket money to Roy
Meiss or Tom Sullivan.

CHRI STI AN WOMENO®S MI NI STRI ES &

/X7 9}
CWM SERVICE PROJECTS MJZ%{/LL, ;
During April, we are asking for baby items for Church Women United. Please con- // ¥y

sider donating onesies, shirts, crib sheets, pacifiers, baby bath products, baby cereal,
size 4-6 diapers, diaper rash ointment, wipes, towels, receiving blankets and washcloths.
Contributions for May will go to Choices. They are in need of laundry deter-

° gent , di sh soap, womenods socks, cleanping
Ch CeS toothbrushes, toothpaste and bar soap.

Thank you so much for your continued support.

ELIMINATING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

ALL DAUGHTERSO ANRQUET
APRIL 29TH @ 6:30PM
Food, Fashion and Fun!! Come enjoy a deNi ous

tickets. So put the date on your calendars, ladies! Come early because it's open seating.

PLANT SALE & INDOOR YARD SALE
MaAY 5,6,7 9AM-4PM

GRCC6s Pl ant Sale begins

: through Saturday. Come early to get your choice of
Spr\ln / the best plants and fl owe
( J The Indoor Yard Sale will be May 6 and 7. You may

P Gn Wat—7  bring smaller items beginning April 25. Please wait
Sd‘e\’ / until May 2 to bring larger items. All items are to be

—
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mailto:transitionteam@genderroadcc.com

placed on the southwest quadrant of the MultiPurpose Room. A pre -sale for the congregation will be held
Thursday, May 5 from 5 -7pm.

THE FAMILY AT WORSHIP

The forty days of Lent (minus Sundays) has been guided by the theme, i T h e
P r ay @©ur thanks to the ordained members of the congregation who have offered the
midweek meditations on Wednesday evenings: Bill Weber, Nancy Blakeslee, Don Es-
kew, Betty Grimes, and Steve Bentley. We have appreciated the special music offered
by ASisters in Song, 6 fAHiIi s Emb rgmawing pahnerathatd
captures the phrases of the Lordoés Praye
and Amy Weinrich 7 we offer them our heartfelt thanks. The mid-week services have o .
been guided by the capable staff of Kay McGlinchey, Charlotte Bougher and Carol Famlly in Christ
Camm i Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Holy Week begins with the April 17"s er vi ce commemorating Jesusd trli

usual (01)s patterns for both 9:30 and 10:45 will be changed. The 9:30 service will feature a skit and
‘ bapti sms. The Childrends Musical wi ||
q)mSun@Mattox-Baker wi || | ead the congregation i
Technically, Lent ends on Maundy Thursday as we re-enact the event of the Upper

Room where Jesus hosts the Last Supper. The service opens with a confession thereby _
preparing for the encounter with Christ at these most memorable of his final hours. Private Y |12
words of absolution will be offered by the pastors. The option of foot-washing is offered to —Z |
all who would like to participate. Elders will be available to wash the feet of anyone who & ,
would care to have their feet washed. Two other stations will be available for those who M NDY
may wish to render this service to others. Communion will be served by one worshiper to 7%);:
another. The evening will conclude with the stripping of the sanctuary of all adornment,
except our current Lenten banner.

Good Friday will again be observed by the CWL Ministerial Association and their congregations with a
cross procession at noon from Prentiss School to Hope United Methodist Church. A brief service of remem-

brance takes place at Hope Church.
( Also at noon, the GRCC sanctuary will open for the 24 hour prayer vigil. Worship and
prayer resources are available for prayers to read or listen to as they pray in 30-60

FRIDAY minute segments. The sign-up sheet awaits your completion in
the lobby/narthex. From 6PM to 6AM, the Prayer Vigil will be ™\

scheduled for individual homes. From 6AM to 12 noon on Satur- \\\s

K}

47
’
\‘v 7

day, the sanctuary will again be open for the Prayer Vigil. 9
At 7:30, Friday evening, a joint service of worship takes place in the GRCC Sanc- -~ O >*Four
tuary. Cooperating with us will be Davi - Payer
framework of the service willbe A Th e L or d &pgecidPfeatuxes af thedservice will be Vlgﬂ
two anthems directed by Charlotte Bougher and a dialogue between Peter and Judas in the Upper Room on
the evening following Jesusd6 death on the cross.

Easter Sunday services include the contemplative service at 8:30 in the Library, the 9:30 Contem-
porary Worship and the 10:45 blended service. Special music will be a part of the both services.
The Hand Bells will play. Those wishingtosingA The Hal | el ar¢ iavited © oin
the Chancel Choir at the end of the 10:45 service. Every worshiper is invited to bring fresh
flowers from their gardens to create a resurrection cross in the narthex/lobby. Thanks to the
Candy Kitchen, every worshiper will receive a special treat for Easter.
Being the last Sunday of the month, the children will be in worship instead of the Christian Educa-
tion sessions. The children in both hours of worship are invited to an Easter
Egg Hunt following their hour of worship.
On May 1%, GRCC will observe Earth Stewardship Day.
On May 8" the tribute bulletins to the women in our lives will accompany
our typical order of service. Parents interest in participating in a Parent-
Child Dedication should contact the church office.
On May 15", there will be one service of worship at 10AM. The music
will be provided by the Chancel Choir, the Hand Bells and His Embrace.
Kerry Reed will offer a communion meditation as the entire congregation gathers together. A

and

r us q
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